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Mario Antonueci, 83, shown in his Brownsvile home with his wife, Betty Jean, survived the Legiormaires’ disease suthrask
that kiffed 34 people and sickened 221 who attended a 1976 Amwerican Legion convention in Philadelphia. Antenueel spent nine
days in the hospital. TOP: Dr. Janet Stout, a leading Legionnaires” researchar, holds a plate of Legionalla under a black light,

Legionnaires disease still kills thousands annually

Pittstuuret researchers
I the weny in finding
s fo commbat the
deadhy infection.
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Thirty years ago. Mario
Antomiced spent nine doys in
a Fayatte Couney hospltal,
grippad with Ear and fight-
ing for his Life
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his friends in towns across
Pennsylvanin were sick, too.
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no idea whot mysterious dis
s struek the ficth Pernsyhaa-
nin Ameerican Legion Conven-
i Philadelphia
They kmew only that it was
u killer

Antanueel, fHow 83 of
Brownaville, survived the Le
givnnuires’ disepse outhrealk
thiat Kiliod B poophe and sick-
ened 291 wha attencled She con-
vention it the BelimmieStrat-
fipd Hoted on

Many of fctims ware
abder velerans who escaped
death om the hattlefl elis, anly
after 2 el days b up-
accommodatons

"We didn't know whal it
wiks,” Antontieci said, adding
that he pod i when he
heard & good friend, W
War I veleran Julius
glani, T8, of Heépublic, died

after the convention,

Wern Leichliter, 8, of Chy-
mier, N.Y., then a newspaper
reporter gt the YValley News
Dispatch in Tarentum, at-
tended the aonvention with her
husband. She said the diseass
AR o g &t mndom

“My daughier was thore
with my pranddaughier, who
just tarnid 4, and wa cale-
brated her birthday there.
Fome of the feliows wha died
were il her birthday party,”
Eaiehliter gichd, “We wore all
perfactly healthy *
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like & parizh in the community.
"mple were afraid to be
arol us," he said, recalling a
bank teller who backed away
from her window when he said
he'd been at the convention,
Panple didn't know what
cawsed it What reslly shocked
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The outbreak’s victims are
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@ fear of the
was the worst,”

"It was
‘Watson said.
Different theories

Inwestigators first blamed the
outhreak on contaminated air
conditioning from the hotel's
cooling tower. Several vears

later, common tap water was
tifled as the souree for the in-
that is & form of bacterial
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Dr Janet Stout, director of the
speual Pathngequ 8(
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+  Dr. Janet Stout looks at Legionella at the VA Haspital in Clakland as Dr, Jack Rihs watches. As a graduate student in 1981, Stout discovered commen tap water was the source
Legionnaires’ disease. Today, Stout i the directar of the Special Pathagens Labocatory at the Pittsburgh VA Health Sysmem and is one of the warkd's experts on Legionnaires',
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